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Welcome to everyone visiting Glevum Park this evening, for our first home Uhlsport Hellenic 

League game of the 2020/21 season. It is perhaps a sign of the times that our first fixture 

was postponed last week, when Longlevens had to report two potential Covid cases. 

Fortunately, tests came back negative. 

This season, as part of our response to Covid-19, we have introduced an online version of 

the match-day programme but, as many of our regular readers will know, I am a traditionalist 

and it is my intention to continue with the paper version for as long as that is permitted. The 

online version will, I hope, increase interest in the programme because we can reach further, 

but there is no compromise to be made, as far as the printed version goes and those who 

would like one will be allowed to collect a printed version on match-days. 

Others who write in this edition will focus on what has been a poor start to the season, so Iôll 

simply acknowledge that and turn my attention to more positive news. 

We have some fantastic volunteers who are working damn hard to help make sure that the 

club is a success and meets its obligations in making the club tick over, as well as meeting 

current challenges, alongside those pre-existing commitments. 

As ever, I am grateful, in particular, to the band of family volunteers I have coerced into 

helping at games but it seems to have been ócometh the covid, cometh the volunteerô, as a 

number of people from the club have added their time and support to helping us manage 

first team fixtures. There are simply too many people to list in the programme, but I want to 

say thank you, to everyone who has helped. 

One particular thank you goes to Brian Rossiter, who is known to both clubs, and has greatly 

helped us over the past couple of seasons, with his excellent photography at our matches, 

with many images used regularly in this publication. 

The other positive has been the success of the new draught lines weôve installed in the bar 

at our home. The sale of cans served a purpose but having a pint is, for many, part of the 

match-day experience and Iôm delighted that weôve made a step to support that. Sales have 

been going well, which is really positive when things are so difficult in so many respects. 

Anyway, here is hoping for some more positive news from tonightôs game. We havenôt 

started well and this game has probably taken on increased importance, as a consequence.  

Thank you to everyone who has visited today. We hope to see you again at Glevum Park 

this season ï we need your support more than ever. 

      -  Neil #uptherovers  
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I would like to start by welcoming everyone visiting Glevum Park this evening for 

our Hellenic League fixture against Ardley United. 

First of all, it is great to be able allow spectators back to the home of Tuffley Rovers 

and I hope your visit is an enjoyable and safe one. You will see some changes to 

the ground where we have invested significantly over the last few months and 

thanks must go to the volunteers and the football committee to make all this 

happen. Please be respectful of the social distancing measures at all times and if 

our volunteers have to remind gatherings to separate, please know they are doing 

this as a safety measure. 

On the field, our results have not been as we would have hoped and that Coxy, 

who sets high standards, would expect. We have a young, talented and capable 

team that need to get that first win to kick on from; hopefully that comes tonight.  

Away from the action, a small group of the players involved in our club took on a 

charity walk approximately three weeks ago - myself included - walking the 

Cotswold Way, from Bath to Gloucester, in aid of a truly fantastic charity, Heart 

Heroes. We managed to raise just over Ã3,000 and you will see charity buckets 

and merchandise that can be purchased in the bar and burger bar if you wish to 

donate or purchase, with all funds going to the charity. 

Again I sincerely hope you enjoy your visit to Glevum Park and have a safe return 

journey home. 

 

      -  Dan Boon #uptherovers  
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Hello to all of those who are visiting us today, including our opponents from Ardley 

United. 

It has been a tough start to the season. There have been some positives we need 

to look to and keep in mind; we were good during large parts of the FA Cup game 

and in the defeat at Virginia Water, but chances went begging and we were 

punished at the other end. Since then, things have continued to be challenging but 

we are working hard to try and put things right. 

This has been a big period of reflection for all involved and we must stick together 

now and stand up to be counted. Responsibility and accountability in the face of 

adversity is needed if we are to get out of this blip. 

I fully believe it is just that ï a blip ï and nothing more serious, but this young 

squad need to learn quickly and action will speak louder than words. 

Weôve finally been able to bring in some additional players and I hope that Luke 

Soule will have completed his transfer from Shortwood United in order to be able to 

feature this evening. He is a natural goalscorer, which is something weôve been 

missing of late. I hope everyone can give him a warm welcome to the club. 

One thing I hope we can be sure of, there wonôt be many Tuffley Rovers team that 

has ever worked harder than this group will tonight. 

Thanks for the support this evening. 

 

      -  CȔȠY  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heart Heroes work with children and their families living 
with heart conditions. We aim to provide services for these 
children, to help them meet others who are in similar situa-
tions and allow their family to talk to other families going 
through related experiences. 
 

 At Heart Heroes we: 

¶ Support children with heart diseases aged 0 ð 16. 

¶ Organise events and provide socialising opportunities for children 
to attend. 

¶ We aim to introduce families with similar experiences so that they 
can support each other. 

 



UHLSPORT HELLENIC LEAGUE, PREMIER DIVISION  
FLACKWELL HEATH 2 -1 TUFFLEY ROVERS 

SATURDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2020  
 

Tuffley Rovers dismal start to their 2020/21 season continued when they visited 

Flackwell Heath on Saturday afternoon and although a late Henry Birkett goal ï 

the first Richard Coxôs side had scored in their four league games - offered some 

hope, it was another afternoon when a victory had seemed unlikely almost from 

the earliest moments in the game. By contrast, the three points awarded to the 

hosts took them to the summit of the Premier Division table. 

Following the previous weekôs disappointing exit from the Buildbase FA Vase, 

Cox made four changes to his starting line-up, with Miles Ferguson, Toby 

Lawrence, Rudi McKinnon and James Sunley all included from the outset. 

Roversô most experienced player, Warren Mann, was absent however, due to an 

injury picked up the previous week. 

The hosts were immediately on the front foot and Cameron Grayôs shot, within 

the opening three minutes, went incredibly close to Luke Merchantôs goal, but 

whistled narrowly wide with the Rovers keeper beaten. 

Merchant, making his fiftieth 

competitive appearance for the 

club, was collecting the ball from 

the back of the net ten minutes 

later and he had to take 

responsibility for his side falling 

behind, as he misjudged James 

Burrellôs cross, allowing Gray a 

simple chance to head the ball into an empty net from close range. 

The hosts were applying constant pressure and Rovers skipper, Macaulay 

Herbert, then had to make an excellent headed clearance, under pressure, to 

keep his side in the game, before a wicked cross from Josh Baines left the 

visiting defence at sixes-and-sevens, only for Ashley Howell to head wide and 

over, with the goal at his mercy. 

It wasnôt until the 30-minute mark that Rovers mustered their first effort on goal, 

with Birkettôs long range effort, with Flackwell keeper Aaron Watkins way off his 

line, audacious but misdirected and drifting wide of the goal. 

Herbert then made two sensational defensive blocks to deny The Heathens and 

Rovers held out until the interval so that they, somewhat fortuitously, trailed by 

the narrowest of margins. 



The second period started with both sides huffing and puffing, without testing the 

opposition keeper, but with the hosts having the greater share of possession and 

territorial advantage, with Rovers picking up a couple of cautions as they sought 

to keep the deficit to a single goal, including one card for Lawrence, just short of 

the hour, a consequence of a challenge that saw him both cautioned and 

collecting an injury that ended his game, as he limped off to be replaced by 

Jacob Geddes. 

After his earlier error, Merchant was now looking an assured presence in the 

Rovers goal and he combined with Herbert to deny Phil Pryor, whose surging run 

from deep caused problems, but the respite proved temporary as, from the next 

phase of play, Burrell was given a chance to plant a low, well-struck shot into the 

bottom corner of the Rovers net on 62 minutes. 

Cox then made a double-substitution, as Antoine Thompson and McKinnon were 

withdrawn, to be replaced by Brett James and Joe Shutt after 65 minutes. 

The changes seemed to prompt an improvement in Roversô game but they were 

grateful, once again, for some excellent defensive work from the substitute, 

Geddes, who made a terrific block to keep out Sodike Anyadike-Thompsonôs 

powerfully struck effort. 

Merchant then made another great stop, this time to deny Khalid Simmo, before 

the Flackwell Heath man ballooned another effort over the Rovers bar. 

With seven minutes remaining, Merchant launched a clearance that caused 

problems for the home defence, as James challenged for the ball, and Birkett 

showed composure to take the ball around Watkins and roll it into the goal, 

although a deflection off a covering defender slowed the shot and James 

Mansfieldôs desperate clearance looked as though it might have kept the ball out, 

before the Assistant Referee, who was well placed, signalled for the goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

Merchant then had time to make another good stop, whilst his teammates 

pushed hard to try and find a way back into the game, but Watkins went 

untroubled in The Heathens goal and the game ended 2-1 in favour of the hosts. 



FIRST TEAM SPONSORSHIP 
We are grateful to all the companies, supporters and other benevolent individuals 

who have sponsored the first team squad this season. 
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The last time out against todayôs opposition at Glevum Park 

It has been a while since we last saw Ardley United visit Glevum Park, in  February 2019, but it 

would be good to match result from that occasion tonighté. 

HELLENIC LEAGUE, PREMIER DIVISION  
TUFFLEY ROVERS 4-0 ARDLEY UNITED  

SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2019  
 

Rovers returned to the familiarity of their Glevum Park home after a tiring road-trip which 

had seen them take five points from the nine available out of visits to Virginia Water, 

Reading City and Ascot United. With eight home league matches still to play, more than 

any other club in their division apart from Reading and Windsor, this visit from the 

Oxfordshire club gave Rovers the first of many opportunities to climb away from trouble 

near the foot of the table. Ardley United arrived in Gloucestershire in 15th place and 

although they seemed to be in a safe enough position to retain their Premier Division 

status, they knew there was no margin for error. With only two victories from their twelve 

away matches so far, this was an important fixture for Tuffleyôs visitors as well as for the 

hosts. 

As it was, Rovers had a very productive afternoon; an emphatic four-goal victory over 

opponents who do not travel well, a clean sheet for the goalkeeper and his defence, a huge 

boost to their goal-difference and rising one place in the table above Abingdon United, who 

went down to a heavy defeat at Windsor. 

There was little in the opening minutes to indicate that Tuffley would be heading for only 

their second home league win of the season. Manager Mark Pritchett elected to start with 

all three of the men he had brought on as substitutes at Ascot a week earlier so this meant 

a first Rovers home game for Adam Bloomfield. The personnel in the defence and the 

shape of that defence were unchanged from the match in Berkshire seven days previously. 

Ardley kicked off playing towards the training ground end but there was little in the early 

exchanges that predicted the tetchiness and confrontation the second half would bring. 

Rovers goalkeeper Luke Merchant twice had problems clearing the ball to the distance he 

is capable of but the visitors were unable to profit from this, before Conor Harrisô free-kick 

from a promising position, twenty yards out, sailed over the crossbar. 

Merchant, who quickly recovered from some early nervy 

moments, had to dive smartly to his left to make a save 

and his defenders then had to scramble to clear the ball 

away to safety. The ókeeper also had to come out to the 

edge of his area to smother the ball at the feet of Troy 

Bryan but it was another of his own poor clearances that 

had led to this chance. 

Despite plenty of Ardley pressure, with just over half an 

hour played Rovers took the lead in sensational style. Kieran Alder chased a ball played 

forward over the top of the Ardley defence, won possession and then lashed a twenty-yard 

shot with his right foot which flew past Christian Lawrence and nestled high up in the side-

netting. Within two minutes Sam Hill tried a shot from the same distance but Lawrence  



saved that one. 

Not to be denied, Rovers would soon double their lead though when Alder steered a 

perfect pass to his right which Dominic Kent ran on to and pushed the ball carefully and 

accurately into the far corner. 

Sam Hill then needed treatment for an injury so Rovers were forced to make a relatively 

early change and bring on Will Dawes in his place. Dawes got into the game immediately 

and had a very lively ten minutes leading up to the interval.  

A third home goal by Bloomfield was disallowed because Herbert had tugged an Ardley 

defender to the ground as a cross came in from the right; 

Alderôs free-kick after Warren Mann had been fouled was 

headed goalwards by Dawes but grabbed by Lawrence and 

the half ended when yet another foul on Mann resulted in a 

free-kick which Paul Carter took but when Lawrence caught 

that kick under pressure from Alder the referee brought the 

first period to a close. 

Ardleyôs approach to the second period was very positive. They saw more of the ball in the 

opening ten minutes than they had done in the whole of the first half. A corner taken by 

Harris reached Sam Jenkins, whose shot was saved. The visitors then made a triple-

substitution, bringing on McKirnan, Giles and Yusuf and when another corner came in 

from the right it was McKirnan who fired a fierce shot towards goal only to see it hit one of 

his own team-mates. 

Earlier in the season they might have buckled under pressure, but Rovers weathered this 

brief storm and were soon making chances of their own. Alder ran clear, pushed the ball 

to one side of the advancing goalkeeper and was clipped by him as he went the other side 

of him. But the ball had enough pace on it to roll into the net without him needing to follow 

it in. There was immediately a melee of players from both sides scuffling on the edge of 

the penalty-area and just inside it and the aftermath of this was that Ardley ókeeper 

Lawrence was shown a yellow card. The referee was a busy man because moments 

before the third goal he had issued a straight card to Jenkins for stamping on Bloomfieldôs 

leg.  

It wasnôt a surprise that Jake Rhodes came on for Bloomfield shortly after Ashley Bird 

came on for Mann, and it was Bird who would have the final say in this match when he, 

like Alder before him, raced through to be confronted by a goalkeeper charging towards 

him and tucked the ball neatly past him and into the net. 

Rovers exorcised a lot of demons with an hour and a halfôs hard work. They started the 

season with seven straight home defeats in all competitions. They now have seven homes 

left, all in the League. But the balance has definitely shifted. In taking ten points from the 

last eighteen available in an unbeaten run of six games they have not only climbed up the 

table a bit but also dragged other clubs (including Ardley!) into the mess that they have 

worked so hard to extricate themselves from. This should give the squad plenty of 

confidence as it plays its games in hand over many of the clubs above them in the coming 

weeks, and although Ardley stay in fifteenth place, the worry for them is that could still be 

caught by some of the clubs below them.  
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2020 K/O A/H RES Score Att. Scorers

01/Sep 7:45pm Harefield United FAC H L 2-5 144 W Mann, H Birkett 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 U 14 U 16 U U Henry Birkett

12/Sep 3pm Virginia Water A L 0-1 64 - 1 3 4 6 5 7 8 9 10 11 16 2 U 14 15 U Luke Merchant

16/Sep 7:45pm Brimscombe & Thrupp A L 0-6 149 - 3 4 5 6 7 8 U 10 11 1 15 2 U 9 16 17 Liam Wright

19/Sep 3pm Clanfield 85 FC FAV A L 0-2 58 - 1 3 11 6 14 8 9 10 7 2 16 5 12 4 U U Antoine Thompson

26/Sep 3pm Flackwell Heath A L 1-2 83 H Birkett 1 2 3 4 5 16 15 10 8 9 U 6 17 11 7 Macaulay Herbert

29/Sep 7:45pm Ardley United H Henry Birkett 2

03/Oct 3pm Easington Sports A Warren Mann 1

06/Oct 7:45pm Bishops Cleeve A

17/Oct 3pm Virginia Water H

24/Oct 3pm Fairford Town A

31/Oct 3pm Reading City H

07/Nov 3pm Burnham A

14/Nov 3pm Holmer Green H

21/Nov 3pm Shrivenham A

28/Nov 3pm Windsor A

05/Dec 3pm Lydney Town H

12/Dec 3pm Royal Wootton Bassett Town H

19/Dec 3pm Binfield A

*Awaiting the release of further fixtures*

2021

TOTAL APPEARANCES 4 2 5 5 4 5 5 5 3 5 5 2 0 1 3 4 2 1 4 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

STARTS 4 2 5 5 4 4 3 5 3 5 5 1 0 0 1 2 2 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SUBSTITUTE 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 2 0 1 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

UNUSED SUBSTITUTE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 3 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Competition

Uhlsport Hellenic Premier Division, unless stated

FAC = FA Cup; FAV = FA Vase; GFA = GFA Challenge 

Trophy; BFCC = Bluefin Sports Challenge Cup;

PPFC = Perpetua Press Floodlit Cup; SC = Supplementary 

Cup

Goalscorers
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THE BUILDBASE FA VASE, 1 st QUALIFYING ROUND  
CLANFIELD 2 -0 TUFFLEY ROVERS 
SATURDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2020  

 
For the fourth year in a row Tuffley Roversô FA Vase aspirations ended at the 

first hurdle, and for the second consecutive season they perished at the hands of 

a lower division opponent, as a lamentable performance away at Division One 

(West) Clanfield saw them exit the competition with a whimper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The defeat by the Oxfordshire village side was the fourth consecutive defeat of 

Roversô competitive season and they have now failed to score since their exit 

from the FA Cup on 1 September, and on this occasion they failed to test the 

hostsô keeper through the course of the 90 minutes.  

During the early stages both sides shared possession, although Clanfield had 

the first chance to shoot on goal, although Alfie Saundersô effort, from distance, 

went well wide of Luke Merchantôs goal. 

Ollie Hunt, who was making a first start for Rovers, had the first effort on the 

Clanfield goal, but his header from Jack Beardsellôs corner went well over the 

bar. 

Rovers then had a free-kick on the edge of the Clanfield penalty area, but 

Antoine Thompsonôs effort was poorly struck and it became the catalyst for a 

swift counter-attacking move that ended with Isaac Oliver crossing just beyond 

the reach of Jozef Fullerton, who otherwise had the Rovers net at his mercy. 

Thompson then had a shot blocked, as Rovers tried to apply pressure, before 

Cameron Pirie might have scored for the hosts, only to head Craig Connorôs 

cross wide of the Merchantôs goal. 

Fullerton then saw his shot blocked, at the end of another Clanfield move, as 

Rovers found a way to keep their hosts out. The hosts were using Oliver as their 

main outlet and he was causing a number of problems to Rovers on the right-

hand side, with another excellent cross presenting Connor Tinsley with a golden  



chance to open the scoring, but he somehow contrived to turn the ball wide 

when under no pressure. That proved to be the last chance of the half that had 

started well for Rich Coxôs side but ended with them lucky to be on level terms. 

Beardsell managed to have a shot on goal, Roversô first on target, but it was a 

tame effort as Josh Gibbens got a block in, before Dom Kent had an effort from 

distance that went wide of the Clanfield goal. 

That was to prove the last moment of positivity for Coxôs side, as some woeful 

defending, on 55 minutes, gave Tinsley to finish past Merchant, having been 

given the chance by Connorôs pass, and the lack of a response prompted Cox to 

make a first change of the afternoon, as Joe Shutt was introduced in place of 

Jacob Geddes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shuttôs first contribution of note was to set a good pass back into the path of 

Jake Rhodes, only for the Rovers midfielder to skew his shot horribly wide of the 

Clanfield goal, but Rovers slipped back into a familiar rut shortly after and they 

were fortunate that Saunders wasted a gilt-edged opportunity a few minutes 

later. 

That was to prove a temporary reprieve and with 18 minutes remaining 

Saunders didnôt waste a second chance, as he made the most of time and space 

25 yards out, to drive a low shot into the bottom corner, to make it 2-0. 

A series of substitutions followed but Rovers looked spent and their hosts 

seemed the more likely side to score, as they saw out the game, booking a 

home tie against Fleet Spurs in the process, as Rovers were left to reflect on 

another soulless performance that has brought a premature end to their FA 

competition interest for yet another season. 



UHLSPORT HELLENIC LEAGUE, PREMIER DIVISION TABLE 

Up to and including 26 September 2020 

Tonightôs games: 

Binfield v Flackwell Heath 

Fairford Town v Easington Sports 

Holmer Green v Reading City 

Lydney Town v Westfields 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town v Longlevens 

Shrivenham v Bishops Cleeve 

Windsor v Virginia Water 
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